














































































































































































































The Next Accident Awaits - NYTimes.com Page 2 of3 

What we need is comprehensive regulatory reform. But achieving safety 

reforms is complicated and time-consuming. In the interim, the Environmental 

Protection Agency should step in and use its power under the Clean Air Act's 

general duty clause to compel chemical facilities to take steps to make their 

operations inherently safer. The law assigns owners and operators of these 

facilities a general duty to identify hazards, design and maintain safe facilities and 

minimize the consequences of leaks. The E.P .A. should follow up by adopting 

specific regulations to meet those goals. 

Twelve years ago, the E.P.A.'s administrator, Christine Todd Whitman, 

proposed regulations that would have encouraged producers and users of high­

risk chemicals to find safer alternatives or processes. 

But her proposal stalled in the face of strong opposition from American 

companies, which are already required to use safer technologies and other risk 

reduction methods at their European operations. (Insurance data indicate that 

losses from refinery accidents, for instance, are at least three times lower in 

Europe than in the United States.) In 2012, Ms. Whitman urged the agency to use 

the Clean Air Act to require safer technology "before a tragedy of historic 

proportions occurs." 

The E.P .A. said recently that it was considering such an approach. The 

agency's own National Environmental Justice Advisory Council has urged it to 

issue new rules to reduce the "danger and imminent threat" posed by chemical 

plants, manufacturing and transport. Across the nation, an estimated 13,000 

facilities store or process chemicals in amounts hazardous enough to endanger the 

public, according to the E.P .A. 

But that estimate understates the dimensions of the problem. For example, 

the West Virginia facility implicated in the recent spill, which stored chemicals 

used in the coal industry, would not fall under criteria used by the agency to come 

up with its estimate. 

Consider how a requirement forcing safer practices and technologies might 

have prevented the three accidents I've mentioned. 

The Chevron refinery would have been required to replace aging, corroded 

pipes with safer corrosion-resistant material that almost certainly would have 

prevented the rupture that endangered 19 workers caught in the initial vapor 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01 /29/ opinion/the-next-accident-awaits.html ?ref=opinion& _r= 1 1/29/2014 
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cloud, not to mention the smoke plume that sent 15,000 Bay Area residents to 

hospitals. The refinery industry accident rate overall is unacceptably high. 

The agricultural chemical company in West, Tex., would have used safer 

storage practices and safer fertilizer blends, and kept far less ammonium nitrate 

on site. The lives of more than a dozen firefighters and residents might have been 

spared, and the widespread damage to homes, schools, a nursing home and other 

structures would not have occurred. 

And the decades-old chemical storage tank in West Virginia that leaked as 

much as 10,000 gallons of chemicals used in coal processing into the nearby Elk 

River, contaminating the water supply of some 300,000 Charleston-area 

residents, would have been moved and replaced by modern, anti-leak storage 

tanks and safer containment. 

After the West, Tex., explosion, President Obama issued an executive order 

requiring federal agencies to review safety rules at chemical facilities. I am 

strongly encouraged by the White House leadership on this issue. The E.P .A. is 

working with other agencies to comply. But in the meantime, the agency has the 

authority to act now, on its own, to require inherently safer design, equipment and 

processes that would go a long way toward preventing more catastrophes. 

Rafael Moure-Eraso is the chairman of the United States Chemical Safety Board. 

A version of this op-ed appears in print on January 29, 2014, on page A23 of the New York edition with the 
headline: The Next Accident Awaits. 

© 2014 The New York Times Company 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01 /29/ opinion/the-next-accident-awaits.html ?ref=opinion& _r= 1 1/29/2014 
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Public Hearing 

66. Hearing on updates to the Housing Element consisting of technical revisions to 
address the Regional Housing Needs Assessment allocation for the 
unincorporated areas of the County; revisions to reflect recent changes in the 
State Housing Element Law; updated analyses of housing needs and 
resources; new programs to meet the County's housing development goals; 
determine that the Housing Element is compatible with and supports the goals 
and policies of the Los Angeles County General Plan; consider and adopt the 
Negative Declaration (ND) together with any comments received during the 
public review process, find on the basis of the whole record before the Board 
that there is no substantial evidence that the project will have a significant 
effect on the environment and that the ND reflects the independent judgment 
and analysis of the Board. (Department of Regional Planning) (13-5369) 

All Persons wishing to testify were sworn in by the Executive Officer of 
the Board. Connie Chung, representing the Department of Regional 
Planning, testified. Opportunity was given for interested persons to 
address the Board. Arnold Sachs, Eric Preven, Jill Shook and John 
Walsh addressed the Board. No correspondence was presented. 

On motion of Supervisor Ridley-Thomas, seconded by Supervisor 
Knabe, the Board closed the public hearing and took the following 
actions: 

1. Considered and adopted the Negative Declaration (ND), together with 
any comments received during the public review process, made a 
finding on the basis of the whole record before the Board that there 
was no substantial evidence that the project will have a significant 
effect on the environment; and made a finding that the ND reflects 
the independent judgment and analysis of the Board; 

2. Approved the Regional Planning Commission's recommendation 
as reflected in the Los Angeles County Housing Element 2014-2021, 
and made a determination that it is compatible with and in support of 
the goals and polices of the Los Angeles County General Plan; and 

County of Los Angeles Page 60 
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3. Instructed County Counsel to finalize and submit for Board 
consideration a resolution adopting the Housing Element. 

December 3, 2013 

Ayes: 5 - Supervisor Molina, Supervisor Ridley-Thomas, 
Supervisor Yaroslavsky, Supervisor Antonovich and 
Supervisor Knabe 

Attachments: Board Letter 
Video 
Audio 

VI. MISCELLANEOUS 

67. Additions to the agenda which were posted more than 72 hours in 
advance of the meeting, as indicated on the supplemental agenda. 
(12-9995) 

67-A. Chief Executive Officer's recommendation: Approve the recommendation to 
appoint Max Huntsman to the position of Inspector General for oversight and 
monitoring of the Sheriff's Department at an annual salary of $204,423. 
(13-5595) 

Arnold Sachs, Eric Preven and David Lewis addressed the Board. 

On motion of Supervisor Molina, seconded by Supervisor Knabe, this 
item was approved. 

Attachments: 

County of Los Angeles 

Ayes: 5 - Supervisor Molina, Supervisor Ridley-Thomas, 
Supervisor Yaroslavsky, Supervisor Antonovich and 
Supervisor Knabe 

Board Letter 
Memo - Appointment of Inspector General 
Video 
Audio 
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Los Angeles County 
Department of Regional Planning 

Planning for the Challfmges Ahead 

December 03, 2013 

The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los. Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012 

Dear Supervisors: 

ADOPTED 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

#66 OF DECEMBER 3, 2013 
__ ..,, 

~"'~. ~fruU.-
SACHI A. HAMiii 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Richard J. Bruckner 
Director of P1anning 

HEARING ON THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY HOUSING ELEMENT, 2014-2021 
(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (3-VOTES) 

SUBJECT 

The proposed update to the Housing Element consists of technical revisions to address the Regional 
Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) allocation for the unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County; 
revisions to reflect recent changes in the State Housing Element Law; updated analyses of housing 
needs and resources; and new programs to meet the County's housing goals, pursuant to the State 
Housing Element Law. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD: 

1. Consider the attached negative declaration together with any comments received during the 
public review process, find on the basis of the whole record before the Board that there is no 
substantial evidence that the project will have a significant effect on the environment, find that the 
negative declaration reflects the independent judgment and analysis of the Board, and adopt the 
negative declaration; and 

2. Approve and adopt by resolution, the recommendation of the Regional Planning Commission as 
reflected in the attached Los Angeles County Housing Element 2014-2021, and determine that it is 
compatible with and supportive of the goals and policies of the Los Angeles County General Plan. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING, 

N/A 
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 

The State Housing Element Law (California Government Code §§65580-65589.8) requires every 
local jurisdiction to prepare and regularly update its housing element, which is one of the seven 
mandated elements of the general plan. The purpose of the Housing Element is to analyze existing, 
and to plan for future housing needs for all unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County. The 
Housing Element must address the housing needs of all income levels and accommodate a diversity 
of housing types and special needs. 

If the Housing Element is adopted after February 15, 2014, the County will be required to update the 
Housing Element in four years rather than eight. After adoption, the County is required to submit the 
Housing Element to the State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), and 
undergo a 90-day certification review to determine compliance with the State Housing Element Law. 

Housing elements are required to be updated periodically to ensure that every local jurisdiction plans 
for its fair share of the regional housing need. The Southern California Association of Governments 
(SCAG) has determined that the regional housing need, or RHNA allocation, for the unincorporated 
areas of Los Angeles County is 30, 145 dwelling units over the period January 1, 2014 to October 31, 
2021. The RHNA, broken down by income level, is shown below. 

RHNA for Unincorporated Los Angeles County, by Area Median Income (AMI) 
Very Low (S 50% AMI*) 7,854 units 
Lower (S 80% AMI) 4,650 units 
Moderate (S 120% AMI) 5,060 units 
Above Moderate (>120% AMI) 12,581 units 

The Housing Element provides an assessment of housing needs in the unincorporated areas. For 
example, more than half of households are overpaying for housing in the unincorporated Los 
Angeles County. In addition, in 2013, the number of homeless within Los Angeles County increased 
to 58,423. 

Housing elements ensure that local jurisdictions incentivize and encourage the production of a 
diversity of housing types for a variety of needs and income levels. Compliance with the State 
Housing Element Law provides the public and private sectors with a clear set of goals and policies to 
appropriately guide housing development over the next seven years. Furthermore, the State 
incentivizes compliance by prioritizing funding for state housing programs for local jurisdictions with 
certified housing elements. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals 

This action supports the County's Strategic Plan Goal No.1, Operational Effectiveness by identifying 
constraints to housing for the unincorporated areas, and proposing solutions to removing them. This 
action also supports Goal No. 3, Integrated Services Delivery by coordinating various County 
departments and agencies in the delivery of housing services and resources to the unincorporated 
areas. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 

Adoption of the Housing Element will not result in any significant new costs to the Department of 
Regional Planning, or other County departments and agencies. The majority of the programs 



The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
12/3/2013 
Page 3 

outlined in the Housing Element are ongoing programs. The implementation of the new programs 
will be funded by applicable County departments, including the Department of Regional Planning, 
through the General Fund as part of the overall work program. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

General plans must contain a housing element that sets forth goals, policies and programs for the 
preservation, improvement and development of housing for all income levels and special needs 
populations. Housing elements are required, pursuant to the State Housing Element Law, to be 
periodically updated to ensure that every local jurisdiction properly plans for its fair share of the 
regional housing need. In addition, §65583(c)(7) of the Government Code requires that a local 
jurisdiction's housing element describe the means by which consistency will be achieved with other 
general plan elements and community goals. The Housing Element is compatible with and 
supportive of the policies outlined in the Los Angeles County General Plan. At the time of adoption 
of the forthcoming General Plan Update, the County will amend the Housing Element, as needed, to 
demonstrate consistency and the continued ability to accommodate the RHNA under the updated 
General Plan Land Use Element. 

The State Housing Element Law prescribes the contents of the Housing Element. The Housing 
Element contains the required analyses, including: a parcel specific inventory of vacant and 
underutilized sites; a housing needs assessment; an analysis of governmental and non­
governmental constraints to housing development; and a list of programs focused on addressing the 
identified needs and constraints. 

In addition, the State Housing Element Law requires that local governments make a diligent effort to 
achieve public participation of all economic segments of the community in the development of the 
Housing Element. 

The County staff participated in public meetings and focus groups organized by the Community 
Development Commission for the Consolidated Plan Update, to discuss issues related to housing 
needs and resources. Participants included members of the public, non-profit and for-profit 
affordable housing developers, and housing advocates. The staff also reached out to key 
stakeholder groups, such as representatives from the building industry and fair housing advocates. 
Furthermore, the staff facilitated outreach through postcard mailings, an online housing survey, and 
announcements on social media. 

Pursuant to Government Code §65585(b), the County submitted the Housing Element to the State 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) on June 11, 2013 for the mandatory 
60-day review and comment period. The County received HCD's comment letter on August 9, 2013. 

The Regional Planning Commission conducted a public hearing and heard testimony from the public 
regarding the Housing Element on October 9, 2013. At the direction of the Regional Planning 
Commission, the staff incorporated a reference to State law regarding mobilehomes to the Housing 
Element. In addition, the staff made non-substantive changes to the Housing Element to respond to 
the attached comment letters, which were received subsequent to the Regional Planning 
Commission public hearing. 

A public hearing is required pursuant to Section 22.16.200 of the County Code and §§65353-65356 
of the Government Code. Required notice must be given pursuant to the procedures and 
requirements set forth in Section 22.60.17 4 of the County Code. These procedures exceed the 
minimum standards of §65090 of the Government Code relating to notice of public hearing. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 

The staff has prepared an Initial Study and Negative Declaration for the Housing Element in 
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the environmental reporting 
procedures of the County of Los Angeles. 

The Housing Element serves as a policy guide for meeting the existing and future housing needs of 
all economic segments of the unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County. It analyzes adopted 
land use policies to ensure that the County plans for its fair share of the regional housing need. The 
Initial Study determined that there is no substantial evidence that the adoption of the Housing 
Element will have a significant effect on the physical environment, and therefore, a Negative 
Declaration was prepared. 

A copy of the Negative Declaration was transmitted to all County libraries for public review. Public 
notice was published in 16 newspapers, including one Spanish language newspaper, of general 
circulation in the unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County, between September 6, 2013 and 
September 19, 2013. The public notice provided exceeded the minimum requirements pursuant to 
Public Resources Code Section 21092. 

Based on the attached Negative Declaration, the adoption of the Housing Element will not have a 
significant effect on the environment. 

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 

Approval of the Housing Element will not significantly impact County services. 

Should you have any questions, please contact Connie Chung in the General Plan Development and 
Housing Section at (213) 974-6417 or cchung@planning.lacounty.gov. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

RICHARD J. BRUCKNER 

Director 

RJB:MC:CC:TE 

Enclosures 

c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors 
Chief Executive Office 
Community Development Commission 
County Counsel 
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DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING 

PROJECT IDENTIFICATION: 

REQUEST: 

LOCATION: 

STAFF CONTACT: 

RPC MEETING DATE: 

RPC RECOMMENDATION: 

MEMBERS VOTING AYE: 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

KEY ISSUES: 

Executive Summary 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

Proposed update to the Housing Element of the Los 
Angeles County General Plan 

Adoption of the Housing Element Update 

Countywide (unincorporated areas) 

Ms. Connie Chung at (213) 974-6417 

October 9, 2013 

Approval and recommendation to the Board to 
consider adoption of the Housing Element Update. 

Commissioners Valadez, Louie, Helsley, and 
Pedersen 

Commissioner Modugno 

The proposed update to the Housing Element 
consists of technical revisions to address the 
Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) 
allocation for the unincorporated areas of Los 
Angeles County; revisions to reflect recent changes 
in State Housing Element Law; updated analyses of 
housing needs and resources; and new programs to 
meet the County's housing goals, pursuant to 
Sections 65580-65589 of the California Government 
Code. 

In compliance with State law, Los Angeles County is 
required to prepare and submit an adopted Housing 
Element to the State Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD) for certification. If 
the Housing Element is adopted after February 15, 
2014, the County will be required to update the 
Housing Element in four years rather than eight. 

If the County does not adopt a housing element, or 
does not receive State certification of the adopted 
Housing Element, the County will be out of 
compliance with the State Housing Element Law, 



Executive Summary for BOS Hearing 
Housing Element Update 

MAJOR POINTS FOR: 

MAJOR POINTS AGAINST: 

Executive Summary 

thereby resulting in the County being ineligible for 
State affordable housing and infrastructure funding, 
and vulnerable to lawsuits. 

The proposed update to the Housing Element 
contains policies and programs to responsibly 
address the housing pressures facing Los Angeles 
County. 

The Housing Element provides a framework for 
ensuring affordable and accessible housing options 
for residents at all income levels, as well as special 
needs groups. 

Some of the programs included in the Housing 
Element are modest in their commitment to provide 
new housing opportunities within the next planning 
period. 

Some of the programs included in the Housing 
Element will require additional staff and consultant 
resources. 

The programs and analyses in the Housing Element 
are formulated in response to the RHNA allocation of 
projected housing need provided by the Southern 
California Association of Governments, as required 
by the State Housing Element Law. Historically, this 
allocation has over-estimated population and 
household growth in the region. 

2 
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SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY HOUSING ELEMENT, 2014-2021 
PROJECT NO. R2012-02607 

October 9, 2013: 

ADVANCED PLANNING CASE NO. 201200011 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT NO. 201200284 

The Regional Planning Commission ("Commission") conducted a public hearing to 
consider the Los Angeles County Housing Element and a negative declaration, 
pursu~nt to CEQA. Following the staff presentation, the Regional Planning Commission 
provided comments and asked questions on a wide range of topics, including the 
requirements of the State Housing Element Law, details on the implementation of 
specific programs, and details on outreach efforts. 

In particular, the Commission asked for more information regarding the programs 
related to making amendments to the Zoning Code. The staff explained that the 
program would offer an opportunity to remove outdated language and definitions, and to 
ensure consistency with state laws. 

The Commission also asked for more information regarding the Transit Oriented 
Districts (TOD) program. The staff explained that the TOD program is designed to utilize 
tools, such as specific plans, within a % mile radius of transit stations in the 
unincorporated areas. 

With respect to programs that address CEQA streamlining, the Commission indicated 
their support for programs that can address environmental impacts in advance in key 
areas, such as TODs, to streamline future development. 

The Commission also asked where more effort can be put into implementing the 
objectives and goals of the Housing Element. The staff responded that the programs 
section in the Housing Element provides objectives and funding sources, and identifies 
responsible agencies. Furthermore, the State Housing Element Law requires that all 
programs in the Housing Element have a beneficial impact within the planning period, 
2014-2021. 

1 



Finally, the Commission commented that the Housing Element would benefit from more 
outreach and comments from developers. The staff shared that the County did reach 
out to developers and representatives from the building industry. 

Three members of the public provided testimony. They emphasized the importance of 
maintaining community character and the scale of development within established 
neighborhoods. Also, they expressed concern over the allowance of mobilehomes 
within single family neighborhoods. The staff provided clarification that the intent of the 
programs to consider changes to the Zoning Code, including provisions related to 
mobilehomes, are to be consistent with State law. 

The Commission closed the public hearing, instructed the staff to work with County 
Counsel to add clarification to the Housing Element regarding mobilehomes and the 
State law, approved the Housing Element, and recommended that the Board of 
Supervisors hold a public hearing to· consider the Housing Element and Negative 
Declaration for adoption. 

2 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DISTRICT 7, TRANSORTATION PLANNING 
IORJCEQA BRANCH 
! 00 MAIN STREET, MS # 16 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90012-3606 
PHONE: {213) 897-9140 
FAX: (213) 897-1337 

October 9, 2013 

Mr. Troy Evangelho 
Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning 
320 West Temple Street, Room 1356 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

lGR/CEQA No. 130919AL-IS!ND 

Fl!!xyaur pmwr! 
Be em!l;t;y efficient! 

County of Los Angeles 2014-2021 Housing Element 
Vic. Countywide · 
SCH# 2013091033 

Dear Mr. Evangelho: 

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 
environmental review process for the above referenced project The proposed project is the 
update of the County's Housing Element for the 2014-2021 planning period. The Housing 
Element is to ensure the availability of housing for all income and socio~economic &:rroups, 
including those who are disabled, homeless, or low~income status. After reviewing the Housing 
Element report and IS/ND, we have the following comment. 

In Caltrans' Guide for the Preparation of Traffic Impact Studies; December 2002, "The level of 
service (LOS) for operating State highway facilities is based upon measures of effectiveness 
(MOEs). Caltrans endeavors to maintain a target LOS at the transition between LOS 'C' and 
LOS •o• on State highway facilities. If an existing State highway facility is operating at less 
than the appropriate target LOS, the existing MOE should be maintained." Many of the existing 
freeway's Level of Service (LOS) are operating at LOS "F" during the peak hours. When 
additional traffic trips are assigned to those freeways, existing LOS should be maintained. 

On page 7 of the Housing Element report, the Ree,:rional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) 
indicates that between 2014 and 2021, the County will need to accommodate the development of 
30, 145 residential units. Those housing units will generate traUic traveling on the State 
facilities. Caltrans would like to remind you that this traffic volume may contribute significant 
cumulative traffic trips. Decision makers should be made aware of cumulative traffic impact that 
may occur on the State facilities from future residential development. 

Caltrans understands that mitigating cumulative trafiic impacts might present challenges. 
However, we request that the County support establishment of a funding process for eventual 
mitigation of the regional cumulative traffic impacts from medium to large sized developments. 
Funding of this kind might include countywide or areawide traffic impacts fees with neighboring 
cities and be based on assessments of individual projects. Such funding would help maintain 
economic vitality and regional livability. A county plan for mitigation of cumulative impacts 
could include plans for phased transportation improvements. 

"(}Jftrans impmre.'i mol>illrv acrnss Calijomia ·· 
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Caltrans would like to remind you that when updating the Housing Element, the County's 
Mobility Element in the General Plan should be updated as well to reflect the consistency of 
aUowing 30,145 residential units. This is referenced in Government Code Section 65583 (c)(7), 
"The program shall include an identification of the agencies and officials responsible for the 
implementation of the various actions and the means by which consistency will be achieved with 
other general plan elements and community goals." Per conversation between Ms. Connie 
Chung (LA County) and Mr. Alan Lin (Caltrans) on 10/3/13, the County is in the process to 
update the Mobility Element The County and Caltrans both agree to meet in the near foture to 
discuss potential cumulative traffic impact and mitigations on the freeways. 

Caltrans would like to establish a solid relationship to assist the County to alleviate County's 
cumulative traffic impact on the freeways as much as possible since the most of the existing 
Level of Service on the freeways are operating at LOS "F". We would like to explore all traffic 
congestion solutions on freeways including the coordination for the County to work with other 
agencies. We are looking forward in working with you. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Alan Lin the project coordinator at (213) 
897-8391 and refer to IGR!CEQA No. 130919AL-ND 

cc: Scott Morgan, State Clearinghouse 



GAIL FARBER, Director 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
"To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service" 

900 SOUTH FREMONT A VENUE 
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91803-1331 

Telephone: (626) 458-5100 
http://dpw.lacounty.gov 

October 9, 2013 

TO: 

FROM: 

~( 

Jon Sanabria 
Advance Planning Division 
Department of Regional Planning 

than Nyivih 
and Development Division 

Department of Public Works 

DRAFT HOUSING ELEMENT 2014-2021 (DHE) 

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
P.O. BOX 1460 

ALHAMBRA, CALlFORN!A 9!802-1460 

IN REPLY PLEASE 

REFER TO FILE: LD-2 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Draft Housing Element 2014-2021 that was 
submitted to Public Works for review on April 23, 2013. The purpose of the DHE is to 
serve as a policy guide to address the comprehensive housing needs in the 
unincorporated County areas. The primary focus of the DHE is to ensure descent, safe, 
sanitary, and affordable housing for current and future residents of the unincorporated 
County areas including those with special needs. The DHE determines the existing and 
projected housing needs; establishes goals, policies, and implementation programs that 
guide decision-making on housing needs; implements actions that encourage the 
private sector to build housing; and ensures that governmental polices do not serve as 
an unnecessary constraint to housing production. 

Public Works reviewed the DHE and has the following general comments: 

For specific revisions, additions, or deletions of wording directly from the project 
document the specific section, subsection, and/or item along with the page number is 
first referenced then the excerpt from the document is copied within quotations using 
the following nomenclature: 

Deletions are represented by a strikethrough. 
Additions are represented by italics along with an underline. 
Revisions are represented by a combination of the above. 
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Water Resources 

1. Infrastructure Constraints, Water, second paragraph, page 114: Modify the 
second paragraph as follows: 

"A major issue in the unincorporated areas is that most of the groundwater 
basins never fully recharge because the rate of water extraction is much 
higher than the rate of replenishment. This issue is particularly severe in 
south Los Angeles County and the Antelope Valle'{, where urbanization 
continues to increase impervious surfaces. Another significant problem is 
that local groundwater basins are increasingly impacted by man-made and 
naturally occurring contaminants that infiltrate the groundwater basins and 
degrade the potable water supplies." 

2. Infrastructure Constraints, Water, third paragraph, page 114: Modify the third 
paragraph as follows: 

"Most of the imported water utilized in the unincorporated areas is provided 
by state water contractors, such as Metropolitan Water District (MWD), 
Castaic Lake Water Agency, Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency, 
Littlerock Creek Irrigation District, and Palmdale Water District. These 
agencies have exclusive rights to purchase surface water conveyed through 
the State Water Project (SWP) aqueduct from the California State 
Department of Water Resources. The reliability of imported water is subject 
to global climatic changes, environmental restrictions and annual snow and 
precipitation levels in the watersheds that are tributary to the Sacramento­
San Joaquin Delta (Delta). The SWP pumps water from the Delta, and 
environmental conditions within the Delta can have a significant effect on 
water deliveries to the SWP. To manage existing and future water supplies, 
the County coordinates with state agencies and local water districts to 
operate a complex system that conserves, manages, and efficiently utilizes 
existing water resources. Some examples of water conservation efforts are 
the expansion and use of recycled water. development of water banking 
systems, extensive rebate programs. and source water protection projects 
and programs. Additionally, in 2010, the County was involved in the 
planning process to develop the Integrated Regional Water Management 
Plans (IRWMP) for the Los Angeles Basin, the Antelope Valley, and the 
Upper Santa Clara River." 

For questions regarding the water resources comments, please contact 
Greg Even of Public Works' Waterworks Division at (626) 300-3331 or 
geven@dpw.lacounty.gov. 
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Development Services 

1. Program 7, Second Unit Ordinance, page 23: Delete the Department of 
Public Works as one of the responsible agencies in the table. 

2. Impacts Fees, fourth paragraph, page 100: Include "Westside" as a Bridge and 
Major Thoroughfare District for the Santa Clarita area. 

For questions regarding development services comment Nos. 1 and 2, please 
·contact Ruben Cruz of Public Works' Land Development Division at (626) 458-
4910 or rcruz@dpw.lacounty.gov. 

3. National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Requirements, 
second paragraph, page 112: Replace the second paragraph with the following: 

'J!\ residential development equal to one acre or greater of disturbed area 
and adding more than 10,000 square feet of impervious area must comply 
with special NPDES requirements. Complving with these NPDES 
requirements increases the costs of creating plans and implementing 
mitigation measures in residential development." 

For questions regarding development services comment No. 3, please contact 
Ariel Palomares of Public Works' Building and Safety Division at (626) 458-3152 
or apalormar@dpw.lacounty.gov. 

If you have any other questions or require additional information, please contact 
Ruben Cruz at (626) 458-4910 or rcruz@dpw.lacounty.gov. 

RC:tb 
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RESOLUTION 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

PROJECT NO. R2012 
ADVANCE PLANNING CASE NO. 201200011 

WHEREAS, the Regional Planning Commission of the County of Los Angeles has 
conducted a public hearing on the matter of the update to the Los Angeles County 
Housing Element, pursuant to the State Housing Element Law (§§65580-65589.8 of the 
California Government Code), on October 9, 2013; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission finds as follows: 

1. The Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles adopted the 
General Plan, pursuant to California Government Code §65300, on 
November 25, 1980; 

2. The General Plan must contain a Housing Element that sets forth goals, 
policies and programs for the preservation, improvement and development 
of housing for all income groups and persons with disabilities; 

3. The Housing Element is required to be updated periodically to, among 
other things, evaluate the appropriateness and effectiveness of a 
jurisdiction's housing goals, objectives and policies with respect to that 
jurisdiction providing for their fair share of regional housing need, as 
required by California Government Code §65588; 

4. The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) undertakes 
a Regional Housing Need Assessment ("RHNA") and determined that the 
County's fair share of the regional housing need for the period January 1, 
2014 - October 31, 2021 is as follows: 7,854 units for very low income 
households; 4650 units for lower income households; 5,060 units for 
moderate income households; and 12,581 units for above moderate 
income households; 

5. A local jurisdiction's inventory of land suitable for residential development 
shall be used to identify sites that can be developed for housing within the 
planning period and that are sufficient to provide for the jurisdiction's share 
of the regional housing need for all income levels, pursuant to §65583.2 of 
the California Government Code; 

6. The County identified the following in the Adequate Sites Inventory to 
demonstrate its ability to accommodate the RHNA over the 2014-2021 
planning period: 
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Vacant and underutilized residential sites in the urban 
unincorporated areas; 
Vacant and underutilized commercial sites in the urban 
unincorporated areas where mixed use is permitted; and 

@ Remaining capacity of specific plan areas. 

7. The County provided a comprehensive analysis, using a combination of 
technical analyses and the application of local knowledge, to provide a 
sound basis for realistic capacity. The analyses include adjusting site 
capacity based on additional standards and/or incentives provided by 
geographically-specific zoning overlays; and the redevelopment potential 
of the underutilized sites; 

8. The Housing Element concludes that the County unincorporated areas 
have the appropriate and realistic capacity to meet the RHNA through a 
variety of housing types and to address the housing needs of special 
needs groups; 

9. California Government Code §65583 requires that a housing element 
include a program that sets forth a schedule of actions during the planning 
period that the local government is undertaking or intends to undertake to 
implement the policies and achieve the goals and objectives of the 
housing element through the administration of land use and development 
controls, the provision of regulatory concessions and incentives, and other 
means; 

10. The Housing Element includes a list of programs to increase the supply of 
housing, preserve existing housing stock and provide equal access to 
housing opportunities; 

11. California Government Code §65583 further requires that a housing 
element include an analysis of population and employment trends, existing 
and projected housing needs and other housing analyses; 

12. The Housing Element includes a housing needs assessment, analysis of 
governmental and nongovernmental constraints to housing development 
in the unincorporated areas and other analyses required by California 
Government Code §65583; 

13. Upon adoption, the County will submit the Housing Element to the State 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) for review 
and certification; 
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14. The Housing Element must be certified to comply with the State Housing 
Element Law; 

15. The State prioritizes funding for State housing programs for local 
jurisdictions with certified housing elements; 

16. California Government Code §65583(c)(7) requires that a local 
jurisdiction's housing element describe the means by which consistency 
will be achieved with other general plan elements and community goals; 

17. The Housing Element is consistent with the purpose, intent and provisions 
of the General Plan; 

18. At the time of adoption of the forthcoming General Plan Update, the 
County will amend the Housing Element, as needed, to demonstrate the 
continued ability to accommodate the RHNA; 

19. An Initial Study was prepared for the Housing Element in compliance with 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), which demonstrates that 
there is no substantial evidence that the amendments will have a 
significant effect on the environment. Based on the Initial Study, the 
Department of Regional Planning has prepared a related Negative 
Declaration for this project; 

20. Upon notice duly provided pursuant to California Government Code 
§65090 and 22.64.17 4 of the Los Angeles County Code, the Regional 
Planning Commission held public hearing on the Housing Element on 
October 9, 2013; 

21. Pursuant to California Government Code §65585(b), the County submitted 
a draft of the Housing Element to HCD on June 11, 2013 for the 
mandatory 60-day review and comment period; 

22. The County received HCD's comment letter dated August 9, 2013; and 

23. The County incorporated the State's comments, as well as public 
comments, into the Housing Element. 
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WHEREAS, the Regional Planning Commission, having considered all materials, file 
information, the negative declaration, all State and public comments and reports from 
the staff, does make the following findings: 

1. The Negative Declaration dated September 3, 2013 was prepared, 
reviewed, and circulated pursuant to the provisions of the County Code 
and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and reflects the 
independent judgment and analysis of the County; and, the project has no 
potential to cause significant impacts to the environment; 

2. The proposed revision to the Los Angeles County General Plan Housing 
Element sets forth policies and programs intended to guide the 
development of housing, including housing for special needs populations 
and households of all income levels, within the unincorporated areas of 
Los Angeles County; and 

3. There exists within unincorporated Los Angeles County an affordable 
housing crisis, as well as constraints to the further development of 
affordable housing related to regulatory, physical, and financial issues. 
The adoption of the Housing Element is intended to reduce or eliminate 
these constraints to the greatest extent feasible, while protecting and 
promoting the public health, safety and welfare. 

NOW, THEIREIFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Regional Planning Commission 
recommends to the Board of Supervisors as follows: 

1. That the Board hold a public hearing to consider the Housing Element, 
2014-2021, pursuant to §§65580-65589.8 of the California Government 
Code; 

2. That the Board find that the Negative Declaration reflects the independent 
judgment and analysis of the County, adopt the Negative Declaration and 
find that the Housing Element, 2014-2021 will not have a significant effect 
on the environment; and 

3. That the Board adopt the Housing Element, 2014-2021, and determine 
that the Housing Element is compatible with and supports the goals and 
policies of the Los Angeles County General Plan. 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by a majority of the voting 
members of the Regional Planning Commission in the County of Los Angeles on 
October 9, 2013. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL 

By 
Jill 

1 
. Jo~e~ 

Prin~al 1S1Jputy County Counsel 
Property Division 

iJ ./ r. ,-/ 

"' -. ' I? f'\ i-· () 
By /·th'~ U. .. \:vv1.r~ 

f1os!b 0. Ruiz, Secretal:J tJ 
Co-t:lnty of Los Angeles 
Regional Planning Commission 




